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Liturgy of the Word – the Gospel and Homily  
 
 

As the Gospel is announced, all make the Sign of the Cross on their forehead, lips, and heart, 
signifying our desire to open our minds and hearts to the Gospel message, and to ready our lips to 
share its message with others. 
 
In Ezekiel 3:1, God speaks to Ezekiel saying, “…eat this scroll, then go, speak to the house of Israel.” 
We have all heard the expression, “You are what you eat.”  In consuming something, that thing 
becomes a part of us.  When we “consume” the Scriptures, we cannot help but be affected by its 
message. In Deuteronomy 8:3 we are told that, “Not by bread alone does man live, but by every 
word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.”  Without the Word of God, we will die of spiritual 
starvation. 
 
Following the readings from scripture, a priest or deacon will typically preach a “homily” related to the 
readings or other appropriate material.  The “readings ” from scripture proclaim the activity of 
Almighty God in history.  The “homily ” then deals with the meaning and present-day application of 
the precepts contained in the readings. 
 
The Church maintains that the homilist be an ordained minister, not simply because of the 
theological training necessary to preach, but due to its belief that the Sacrament of Holy Orders 
confers a unique charism [kare-iz-uhm] and grace which empowers such men to speak for God in a 
supernatural manner.  This is manifest in Exodus 4:10 - when God assured Moses: “It is I who will 
assist you in speaking and will teach you what to say.”  Jesus  also told his apostles “...do not worry 
about what you are to say.  You will be given at that moment what you are to say .” 
 


